
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
And so we come to the end of    At the start of the term who would have 
believed that teachers and students would only be onsite for only 11 of the 50 days of the term.  But such was the 
reality - a reality we had to accept and overcome and indeed we did.  
 
Once again I take this opportunity to commend the outstanding work of our teachers during this term, all of whom 
have worked with passion, dedication, and integrity. It has not been an easy term  lockdown Number 6 has called on 
all the reserves and strength of teachers and students - but it has been a term where much has been achieved and the 
Academy community has risen to the challenges.   
 
I reflect on some of the significant  events of the term which continued to take place albeit in a different format  Mercy 
Day, the Winter Sleep Out, the Synergy presentation evenings, the Winter Recital  just to list a few.   Much energy went 
into reimagining these events thus enabling them to take place in lockdown. 
 
What is particularly pleasing is that the Academy community, staff, students and parents, worked together as a united 
community  over the course of the term supporting one another. 
 
I quote from my Mercy Day Mass Speech - 
 

Our College theme this year is Embrace, Empower, Evolve - a theme that has been truly lived this year. We have indeed 
embraced the challenges of this year both individually and as a community.  By supporting one another through these 
challenges we have been empowered and empowered others and, individually and as a community we have grown, we 
have persevered, we have persisted, we have evolved. We are not the same people we were 12 months ago. 
 
In fact what we have demonstrated this year, by working together and supporting one another, is the invincible spirit that is 
within us all. Life has been more difficult this year second time around but we have traversed the year with determination, 
integrity and courage and have learnt so much about our resilience and the resilience of others.  
 
The last two years have changed us irrevocably but I believe the gift each of us has received is a greater understanding of 
our own strength and an enhanced awareness of the support that can be received by working together for a common goal. 

 
I offer the following reflection for your contemplation.  It speaks of taking risks, exploring possibilities and following 
your heart. 
 

Trasna 
The pilgrims paused on the ancient stones In the mountain gap. 

Behind them stretched the roadway they had travelled, 

Already a far journey  was it a lifetime? Ahead, mist hid the track. 

Unspoken, the question hovered: 

Why go on? Is life not short enough? 

Why seek to pierce its mystery? 

Why venture further on strange paths, risking all? 

Surely that is a gamble for fools  or lovers.  

Why not return quietly by the known road? 

Why be a pilgrim still? 
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A voice they knew called to them, saying: 

 

Choose! Go back if you must, 

 

You can pitch your tents b  

There may be life in the embers yet.  

 

If that is not your deep desire, 

Stand still. Lay down your load, 

Take your life firmly in your two hands -   

 

yearnings: 

What am I seeking? What is my quest? 

When your star rises deep within, 

Trust yourself to its leading. 

You will have light for your first steps. 

This is Trasna, the crossing place. Choose! 

 
I wish everyone restful holidays.  Take care and stay safe. 
 
Every blessing, 
  
 

Sr Mary Moloney rsm 

Principal 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  WELLBEING AND OPERATIONS 
Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 

he walks along a beach notices two sets of footprints, one belonging to him and the other belonging to the Lord. As he 
reflects on his life, he realises that during the difficult times there is only one set of footprints and therefore asks the 

your times of trial, when you sa  
 
As Term 3 comes to an end and we reflect on the last ten weeks, not only do we reflect on what has been a very difficult 
period for all of us in society, but we also take pride in what we have achieved both individually and as a collective 

have been our family that carried us and walked with us; it may have been teachers, friends, peers or even work 
colleagues. Importantly we have looked after each other in any manner of ways where and when we could. At times 
when we were on our own, our faith and self-belief that we could do it has shone through and carried us too. 
 
When things have become difficult, support networks have been put in place to assist us. As a school community we 
would never have been able to successfully complete all that we have during Term 3. . I would just like to take this 
opportunity to once again thank and commend the Academy students for their mature approach, their positive 
attitude, their levels of motivation and engagement as well as how they have attended and conducted themselves 
during online classes. A very big thank and acknowledgement as well to all of the Academy staff for their hard work and 
dedication towards their students. Preparing lessons, correcting, negotiating, adjusting, modifying, counselling, 
emailing, meeting, phoning, discussing, and attending meetings whilst also trying to run their households during these 
difficult times have all been part of a daily repertoire for the last 10 weeks.  
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I am blessed to belong to such a wonderful community of which I am always proud. Reflecting on our own 
achievements is so important in times of difficulty and stress and know that we do not walk alone. This will help 
strengthen us as we continue to navigate these uncertain times. As we carry others or are carried ourselves, it is always 
important to never lose sight that we are not alone and a helping hand is always available. We need to ensure that we 

 
 

also with vaccination rates getting close to the required 70% and 80% and with some very modest easing of restrictions 
today, I do hope that everybody can have a very restful and relaxing break over the next two weeks. Please remember 
to disconnect from devices as much as possible and enjoy some of the fresh air, smells, colours and sounds that Spring 
has to offer with others where possible. Also, the very best wishes also to all Unit 3/4 students as they continue to 
prepare for their final assessments and end of year exams. 
 
As always, please remember never hesitate to be in touch should you have any queries or concerns. 
 

Student of the Term Awards  Term 3 
With a College Assembly not possible at the end of this term, these awards will be presented to students, in all likelihood 
online, in Year Level Assemblies during the first two weeks of Term 4. The names of the recipients will be published in 
the next College News and we will then as a community be able to congratulate all award winners. 
 
2021 School Improvement Surveys 
A reminder that as per an email sent to all families on 19 August, the MACs School Improvement Surveys that were 
postponed from earlier this year, will now be taking place for staff, students and parents on Thursday 7 October  
Thursday 28 October. Log in details will be sent to all families during this period and everybody is strongly encouraged 
to complete their survey. Students will be given the opportunity to complete them during an RE lesson and staff will 
also be asked to complete theirs throughout the above period. 

 
MYKI Pass Refunds 
Those parents who have purchased a half yearly or full year Myki Pass for their daughter, may be eligible for a refund as 
a result of school closures and travel restrictions this year. Parents are encouraged to call PTV on 1800 800 007 or visit 
the PTV website to see the terms and conditions and the eligibility criteria. 
 
Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV) 
Families are invited to subscribe to the CSPV Newsletter by using the following link 
https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/subscribe. If you would prefer not to subscribe, some very valuable articles and news 
can be regularly accessed at https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/streamnews?nid=16. 

 
Mr Sam Di Camillo, Deputy Principal - Wellbeing & Operations 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  LEARNING AND TEACHING 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
The holiday period is here at last.  Thank you for your support of the College over this term.  We wish you and your 
daughters a very safe and restful break. Thank you too to all our staff for their tireless work this term.   
 
While we await news of the return to school plan for Term 4, please know that we will continue to support your 
daughters in Term 4, whatever this plan turns out to be.   
 
VCE MATTERS 
General Achievement Test: As mentioned last week, the GAT is still scheduled to run on site for any student 
completing a Unit 3 & 4 subject on Tuesday, October 5, 2021.  Both students and parents have been emailed a letter 
outlining the procedures that will be in place to ensure the health and safety of all relevant staff and students and 
specific information will be emailed to students on Monday, October 4, 2021.  Please contact the College if you have 
any further questions about the process.  
 
  

https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/subscribe
https://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/streamnews?nid=16
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Trial Exams: As indicated in our previous correspondence to Unit 3 & 4 VCE students, Trial Exams will be conducted 
remotely in Week 2 of the holidays.  Students have been provided with specific advice relating to their specific subjects.  
While these trials cannot fully replicate the experience of exams being held onsite, we encourage each and every one of 
our students to engage in this process in an authentic way, to best prepare them for the external examinations to 
come.  We wish our VCE students every success with their revision over the holiday period and look forward to seeing 
them back onsite at school for the GAT. 
 
Until then, happy holidays! 
 

Ms Fiona Lennon, Deputy Principal  Learning and Teaching 
 

EARTH AT ACADEMY 
Earth at Academy students have been busy during lockdown creating opportunities to highlight the important issue of 
climate change. A number of students have been part of a steering committee organizing climate conferences for the 
local area. Zoe Dafnias and Zara Fox from Year 7 and Akos Brobbey-Awuah from Year 10 have developed conference 
ideas with assurance, working with students from four other local schools along with teachers and Climate Adaption 
Environment Program Officers from Yarra Council. We look forward to participating in their series of conferences next 
term. 
 
Akos has also leapt at the opportunity to participate in a research project being run jointly by University of Melbourne 
and Manchester University. This timely project is looking into diversity in climate change education. The project 
considers the role of intergenerational understandings of climate change as they relate to first and second generation 
Australians. Students are trained by University of Melbourne to become co-researchers and will assist with the 
development of a book. 
 
Emma Ferraro has been incorporating her passion for climate action into her studies, making an impassioned plea for 
governments to acknowledge and act on climate change. Her essay was a thorough and moving piece drawing 
attention to the implications of lack of action now leading to dire outcomes for future generations. 
 
I ask you to consider the small things that you can do, such as educating others on this topic, writing letters to Parliament or 

even simply remembering to turn off the lights when leaving a roo   
- Emma Ferraro 
 
 
 

    
      Zoe Dafnias                           Zara  Fox                                                                                       Akos Brobbey-Awuah      Emma Ferraro 

Great work girls! 
Ms Amy Prendergast, Sustainability Leader 
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PERFORMING ARTS  
Performing Arts Students are currently showcasing their craft by participating in many musical events and 
opportunities, during this time of remote learning. These include online submissions of Australian Music Board 
Examinations, VCE external practical music exams, Performing arts course auditions, competitions and radio events. 
 

 
 
Lucy Diggerson competed in the Royal South Street Competition Vocal Program last month, entering in a variety of 
sections for solo singing and was awarded the overall Aggregate prize, winner of her age group. Lucy has now been 
invited to feature on Music Matters National Radio. This radio station airs a monthly program called the Royal South 

singing recordings will be broadcasted on 94.1 3WBC on 3 October between 4-5pm, followed by a live interview. 
 
Many Instrumental students at the Academy are submitting online AMEB performance exams this year, with the 
purpose of completing a level of musicianship that is recognized Australia wide. The Board consists of representatives 
from the Universities of Melbourne, Adelaide and Western Australia along with The Minister for Education in NSW, 
Queensland and Tasmania. Lucy is currently working towards her Grade 6 Classical Singing exam and Chloe Lawton  
Arts Captain has completed Singing for leisure syllabus exams also with the AMEB. 
 

 
 
Throughout her time at Academy, Chloe has been developing her Performing Arts skills to hopefully one day be cast as 
a professional performer in the arts. 
 

College musicals, and AMEB exams have really helped my development as a musician and performer. With 
the help and support of Ms Morris, I have recently completed many online auditions, which have  involved countless video 
submissions of songs, monologues and dances. My AMEB singing exam video submission in 2020 was a great help in refining 

auditioning to a live panel of judges, the online audition experience has provided me with other opportunities, such as 

process if they were held in Australia, in person! Even if I am not successful, it  
 
Chloe is one example of the many talented Academy Performing Arts students to apply for full time performing arts 
courses and I wish her every success in the future.  Even during this current time of lockdown, Chloe has experienced 
auditioning for overseas contracts as well as courses in Australia and it is wonderful to see students adapting and 
embracing these exciting opportunities. 

Ms Mirelle Morris, Instrumental Music Coordinator 
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Hi Enterprising Girls,  
 
As always, we are delighted to see so many of you taking part in our Online Academy and 
pushing yourselves in our latest sustainability challenge.  
 
With school holidays around the corner, and many of you still in lockdown, we want to assure 
you that The Academy for Enterprising Girls has you covered. We dare you to learn some 
new skills, come up with a business idea, and go in the running to win some awesome 
prizes!  
 
We’ve been busy too! We’ve continued to run workshops - both online and in-person where 
we can. And thanks to the newly-released Teacher Hub it’s now easier than ever for teachers 
to deliver our content to Enterprising Girls around the country, allowing us to fulfil our 
commitment to help inspire and educate tomorrow’s female founders. 
 

https://academy.enterprisinggirls.com.au/
https://academy.enterprisinggirls.com.au/
https://enterprisinggirls.com.au/workshops/
https://enterprisinggirls.com.au/teacher-hub/

