
 

   

 
Dear Members of the Academy Community,  
 
The season of winter is upon us.  As I write this newsletter and glance 
out of the window, I see leaden skies and rain pouring down. 
 
People often look at me quite strangely when I say that winter is my 
favourite season  it is a season of coats and boots and scarves and 
gloves, but also a season of quiet contemplation.  It is a time to pause 
and reflect and, in some ways, find our inner selves.  I wish you happy 
reflection time in the months ahead! 
 

poem  .  It speaks of the hope and life in the 

reflection for those who find Winter difficult. 
 
As I write this newsletter on Wednesday 8 June, Melbourne is in 
lockdown and the length of the lockdown is uncertain as are any 
ongoing restrictions.  Thus, as you would imagine, planning events is 
quite difficult at this time and many events have had to be either 
cancelled or postponed.  Some of these are: 
 
Year 7 Music Breakfast scheduled for Tuesday 15 June at 7.30am will 
now take place in class time with only students present. 
 
Winter Recital scheduled for Thursday 24 June at 7.00pm will now take 
place on Thursday 5 August. 
 
Talk and Tours scheduled for Wednesday 8 June and Friday 11 June will be rescheduled (hopefully) to Wednesday 23 June. 
 
At this stage we are unsure if the College Assembly scheduled for Tuesday 22 June and the College Walkathon scheduled 
for Friday 25 June will be able to take place. 
 
The Leadership Team is now making contingency plans for the scheduling of some of our key College events, including: 

Mercy Day  Friday 10 September 
Year 12 Graduation Mass  Thursday 14 October 
Year 12 Graduation Assembly  Friday 15 October 
Year 12 Graduation Dinner  Thursday 18 November 

Celebration of Excellence evening  Thursday 2 December 
 
College Musical 
In the last newsletter I acknowledged the three staff members - Angelo De Cata, Director, Olivia Hamilton, Choreographer and 
Mirelle Morris, Musical Director, for their contribution to what was a magnificent musical.   
 
I now extend special thanks to four parents in particular who supported the production in very significant ways   

Nancy Cover and Kerry Stevenson for their assistance with the props and the catering and set up of the Murray Room.  Both 
mothers gave up many days to support the production.   

Fiona Figliomeni who single-handedly made all of the costumes for the lead characters and the orphans despite not having a 
daughter in the cast. 

 

The Darkling Thrush  

I leant upon a coppice gate  

when frost was spectre-grey 

 

the weakening eye of day 

 

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky  

like strings of broken lyres 

And all mankind that haunted nigh  

had sought their household fires 

 

At once a voice arose  

among the bleak twigs overhead 

In a full-hearted evensong of joy illimited; 

 

An aged thrush, frail, gaunt and small,  

in blast-beruffled plume 

Had chosen thus to fling his soul  

upon the growing gloom 

Thomas Hardy 
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Domenic Prattico, one of our fathers, who as a Structural Engineer was able to support us by ensuring the additional 
structure to the stage was compliant. Mercy values are alive and well. 
 
In conclusion, I extend my deepest thanks to the teachers of the Academy of Mary Immaculate for their absolute 
professionalism and ongoing commitment to the students in their care during this remote learning period.  I also congratulate 
our students and parents on their diligence and tenacity at this time.  While times are difficult, we are people of hope. 
 
I wish you all the joys of the Winter season. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
  
Sr Mary Moloney rsm 
Principal 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER (0.5 FTE) 

 
 Excellent communication skills 

 Events and publications experience 

 Flexible working conditions 

 Team environment 

Mercy Education Ltd seeks an experienced Administration Officer at its Executive Office in Alphington, to 
support the work of Mercy Education and its schools. 
 
The successful applicant will have excellent communication skills and a strong background in assisting with 
events and publications.   A sound knowledge of the complete Microsoft Office package is essential and 
experience in data base management and web applications is desirable. 
Personal qualities include being an organised, effective team player with an ability to handle work of a 
confidential nature. 
 
A position description and application details are available at www.mercy.edu.au/employment  
 
Mercy Education is committed to ensuring the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and young people 

 
ABN 69 154 531 870 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mercy.edu.au/employment
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  WELLBEING AND OPERATIONS 
Dear Parents / Guardians,  
 
As this Newsletter is published all of our students have 
returned from remote learning and have completed 
their first day of face to face teaching. A common 
theme and topic of conversation amongst all teachers 
during our meetings over the last fortnight has 
certainly been how much we have missed working with 
the girls in person and how excited we are about being 
able to welcome them all back to the Academy today. 
 
During remote learning we were very mindful of your 

previous 

to learn is exactly this, her wellbeing; that she feels safe 
and supported in whatever form her learning takes 

community. Over the course of the last two weeks the 
girls have received emails from Ms Spreckley, Ms 
Costantini and myself with various tasks and activities 
to assist them to strike the correct balance between 
school work and relaxation. The activities that were 
sent focussed on mindfulness, lowering levels of stress 
and anxiety, remaining connected with others, brain 
breaks, and physical tasks that could be undertaken. An 

create an orienteering course near home and complete 
it with friends or family. Post remote learning there may 
well be lingering anxiety, mood swings, feeling low and 
even an unwillingness to return to school  all of these 
feelings are entirely normal. If your daughter 
experiences any of these, please encourage her to let 
somebody know  her class teacher, her Mentor Group 
teacher, her Wellbeing Leader, the College Counsellor 
or a member of the Leadership Team. The activities that 
focus on Mental Health and Physical Health can be 
continued even when students are at school. If you 
would like to see what these activities look like, please 
ask your daughter to show you the emails that she has 
received.  
 
Further to this, as a community we have been working 
hard towards welcoming students back to school in 
ways that keep everybody safe and comfortable, and 
that keep anxiety low. We want students to feel safe 
when they are on campus. Below is an infographic with 
information about safety and anxiety. Please feel free to 
chat and discuss this with your daughter. 
 
The final message I would like to share today is that our 
community of students, parents and teachers have 
done a remarkable, incredible job in managing remote 
learning for the second time this year.  We are all so 
proud of how we have been able to work together 
through these unprecedented times. Thank you all for 
your contribution to this. 
 

Mentor Group teachers or Wellbeing Leaders are 

A Google Meet may be a more 

Speak to your teachers, Mentor 
Group teacher or Wellbeing Leader 
or another trusted adult about your 
concerns 

Speak to your teachers, Mentor Group 
teacher or Wellbeing Leader about 
your concerns 

Returning to the Academy 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

Together, we will also do a great job in getting back to and continuing onsite learning.  Your help in working with us, 
especially in letting us know if there are issues and working with us to solve them, will be a crucial part of our success. 
 
Please know that we, at the Academy, are here to support you and your families during this time.  Never hesitate to be in 
touch. 

Mr Sam Di Camillo, Deputy Principal - Wellbeing & Operations 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL  LEARNING AND TEACHING 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
By the time you receive this email, we will have welcomed all year levels back to the College.  We are delighted to have 
students back at school and wish them all the best for the remaining weeks of the term.   
 
We are well aware that there is an inextricable link between wellbeing and learning, and we are cognizant of the toll that a 
fourth lockdown might have had on our students.  We hope that the return to the routine of onsite learning is a positive one, 
but we encourage you to contact the College if yo  
Just a few short reminders for the coming weeks. 
 

 We extend our best wishes to all students who are participating in end of semester examinations this week and next 
week. 

 Students in years 7-9 will be finalizing numerous assessments at this time of year.  Students will, in some instances, be 
required to complete additional homework to ensure that they complete all the required tasks. 

 End of Semester Reports will be available to all families through PAM on the last day of term (Friday June 25). 
 
As outlined above, the remaining weeks of Term 2 bring challenges for every student at every year level. While students might 
find themselves feeling daunted by these challenges, their response to these very moments is an invaluable part of helping 
their brains to change and grow.  The work of researchers such as Carol Dweck and Angela Duckwork reveal that grit and a 
growth mindset are the most significant predictors of success.  We encourage our students, in these final weeks of the term, to 
be conscientious in their learning and persevere, despite the challenge.  
 
Stay safe. 

Ms Fiona Lennon  Learning and Teaching 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH AND MISSION 
Reflection 

broke it, gave it to them, and said, "Take it; this is my body." 
 
Last Sunday was the feast of Corpus Christi. This reflection is on the central sacrament of Catholic life. At the outset let me 
encourage interested readers to turn to the theologians for deeper insights into the Eucharistic mysteries. For starters, I would 
suggest Fr Frank Anderson msc  Eucharist as a Celebration of 
Forgiveness  
 
In my case, the musings of a Maths teacher took me in the direction of thinking about sacraments as being a set of sign posts. 
Many cultures hold the elderly in great respect. At 65 years of age, I am beginning to understand some of the reasons as to 
why this might so.  I am able to look back on the journey of my life with the benefit of six decades of perspective. Many of the 
issues and concerns that once loomed large are revealed as either irrelevant or trivial. Some of the more substantial matters 
and losses can now be seen as opportunities for development and growth.  For example, I now see that the purchase of a 

  Without doubt, the first best decision of 
my life was to marry my beautiful wife, Jacinta. 
 
It is obvi

There is nothing sacred about an abusive or dysfunctional relationship, 
within ly 
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In my thinking, the signposts that make the journey of a marriage work are rarely on the major highways. So often, they are 
the ordinary, quiet suburban streets where ordinary life happens. Signposts that point to trust, respect, good humour, 
consent, forgiveness and reconciliation. As many others have said, good marriages are built every day in the simple comings 
and goings of life. 
 
Do not let me fool you into thinking that there were not moments in the journey of my marriage when I turned into a dead 
end or found myself pretty lost in streets that were heading in directions that I did not really want to go.  To follow my 
metaphor, almost every important road trip we undertake will have its share of wrong turns and dead ends. Even the mighty 
Google maps has tried to take me down roads that no longer exist.  It is the signposts that are the sacrament of marriage that 
kept Jacinta and me heading in the directions that the two of us desired.  
 
I feel that we can carry this image of sacraments as signposts over to an understanding of Eucharist. In particular to Eucharistic 
celebrations held at our College.  Catholic belief is that the body and blood of Jesus are a real presence in communion for 
baptised Catholics. For practising Catholics, like myself, the Eucharistic provides deep and powerful spiritual nourishment. 
When our College gathers for a mass, we gather as a community that welcomes all people of good faith. The signposts that 
form our Eucharistic sacrament at the Academy include our Mercy values. They include signs that point to the work of our 
Justice group, our Earth at Academy group, the actions of students who reach out to the fellow classmates in times of need, 
the work of teachers who go the extra mile to support students in difficult times.  
 
To refer to my analogy of the sacrament of marriage, a College Mass does not of itself make a great school. It is the signposts 
that can be found in the sacrament of the Eucharist that point the way to the great school that we all desire. 
A verse from the sequence for Corpus Christi Sunday reads: 
 

Very bread, good shepherd, tend us, Jesu, of your love befriend us, 
You refresh us, you defend us, Your eternal goodness send us iIn the land of life to see. 

 

Year 10 Community Action Day 
Last Monday, the College presented the Year 10 Community Action Day. All had been in readiness for an exciting day out at 
the Holy Cross Centre in Templestowe. Then the snap lockdown hit. With foolhardy recklessness, Ms Allan and myself opted to 
transfer the day to an online setting. Ms Allan did an amazing job coaxing presenters to transfer their presentations to the 
virtual setting. The presenters rose to the moment with slideshows, Kahoots, Padlets and the like to bring high levels of 
engagement to their remote presentations. 
 
Of course, on the day there were technical glitches 
and the quick thinking of the teachers helped to 
keep the day running smoothly.  A survey of the 
students after the day found that a high percentage 
of the Year 10 students found the presentations and 
workshops of value.  
 
Thanks are due to  Ms Taylor, Ms Moran, Mr Molony, 
Ms Fogarty, Ms McCarthy and Ms Hocking who did a 
fantastic job in their support of the online 
experience.  There is a huge thank you for Anne-
Marie who put together such an exciting program of 
speakers and workshops.   My final thanks is to the students who responded to the day with a suitable mix of enthusiasm and 
patience. Below are a sample of student responses to the day.  And an image, that to be frank, I was hoping that we would not 
see in 2021.  
 
I really liked this workshop because there were interesting and engaging activities e.g. A slideshow, a kahoot and a word cloud that 
we made together. The content was new and interesting because no one in my group had heard about it prior to the workshop. 
 
Presenter was engaging, informative, related to us as an all-girls schools, and gave us ideas to implement 
 
Our speaker was really incredible and engaging with us. I had lots of fun in the workshop, but I also got really emotional because her message to 
us was so touching, and I definitely came away from the workshop learning something new and having a more open mind about dementia. 
 
I think that volunteering is a great way to participate as a global citizen and help other people. 

Mr Mark Hyland, Director of Faith and Mission 
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JUSTICE 
Reconciliation Week at Academy 
To commemorate the closing of Reconciliation Week, which was unfortunately spent entirely in lockdown, Academy students 
and staff came together online to bake damper, an Indigenous Australian bush bread that has been traditionally made for tens 
of thousands of years. Usually made by grinding plants and seeds to make flour, adding water and baking over an open fire, 
we improvised with the materials we had at home. I ground almonds and a few other nuts to make flour, added self-raising 
flour and water, and baked it in the oven. As we waited patiently for our loaves to cook, we chatted about Aboriginal culture 

were 
keeping us sane! It was a fun hour full of laughs and smiles, virtually connecting the Academy community! 

Emily Razlog Academy Justice Captain 
 
Today we made damper following a recipe from an indigenous person with some extra additions depending on what we had 
in our own pantry. I added some currents to my damper. We learnt how one traditional ingredient was flour made from 
crushed Spinifex seeds. I know that in Victoria kangaroo grass, Themeda triandra, was used by the indigenous people to make 
flour for baking. My oven was very slow to heat up and cook my damper. However,  it turned out much better than I 
anticipated. I ate mine with some butter and honey.  

Ms Annette Williams, Academy teacher 
 
Originally made from flour of crushed Spinifex seeds, bush damper has been a diet staple for tens of thousands of years. We 
read this recipe and listened to the interesting short audio at this ABC Radio link: 
https://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2013/07/11/3801235.htm 
 
 

 
 

       
 

Ms Sue Moran and Mrs Catherine Glenister, Justice Leaders 

https://www.abc.net.au/local/photos/2013/07/11/3801235.htm
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 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  YEAR 12 
On 17 April, Electra Mook from 12 Blue travelled to Canberra to compete in one of the biggest competitions in Australia, the 
ACT International Judo Open. Unfortunately, she did not win a medal; however, Electra took away so many valuable lessons 
that helped her to grow as an athlete.  
 
The following week after the ACT International Judo Open, Electra competed at a local competition, managed to win all her 
fights in two divisions and came home with double gold. This is all in preparation for the national championships in June, held 
in Queensland.  
 
Electra trains extremely hard and is a great example to her peers regarding how your work ethic and persistence to improve 
can translate into successful performance. These are skills that she is committed to taking into all aspects of her life. Well done 
Electra, we are extremely proud of you and look forward to following your journey in the coming years. 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr David Molino, Year 12 Wellbeing Leader 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Hi there, I hope you have all been keeping safe at home!   I know lockdown can dampen our spirits, so I just wanted to outline 

 
 
First of all, although the College Musical was affected by COVID-19, we were lucky enough to have had one performance, 
which was magical and a memory to cherish forever! The feedback from the show was spectacular, and every cast member 
should be so proud of themselves and the A  
am personally grateful for is the bond between we cast members, and I think this unique experience with the show ending 
early has only brought us closer. We are all sisters in that cast, alongside our fantastic teachers; Ms Morris, Mr De Cata and Ms 
Hamilton, and the past two years of Oliver have been the most fabulous experience. 
  

our zoom lessons, interrupting the whole house with our practice sessions (or giving our parents and families a free lunchtime 
performance, whichever you prefer J ), and I have no doubt we will be back to performing as soon as possible. We have 

 until we can perform live again  the postponed 
Winter Recital  being something to work towards! Exciting things are happening with opportunities for performers opening 
up once more, shows, gigs, auditions; and we will all be ready for when we can get out 
this girls!    Stay safe!  

Chloe Lawton, Arts Captain 
 

Winter Music Recital Night - Thursday 5 August 
This Performing Arts concert will feature Instrumental items from a variety of students, showcasing their development and 
work so far this year on their chosen instrument. We look forward to welcoming all music student performers and family 
members to the concert in support of the Instrumental program at the Academy.  
 
There will be three venues for the concert and each venue will begin with an ensemble performance from one of the Senior 
Ensembles - Strings, AMICCI and Concert Band. 
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Students and teachers have been preparing for this event and it has been my pleasure to hear the progression of students 
performance repertoire, from beginner level through to the more advanced musicians. I look forward to seeing you at this 
event and more details for performers will become available at the beginning of Term 3. 
  
Kind regards. 

Ms Mirelle Morris, Instrumental Music Co-Ordinator 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT 
During Lockdown Mark IV a few students from years 8 and 9 participated in the Grok Learning web design competition. They 
have learned how to write web pages in HTML and CSS which will certainly prepare them well for web design and 
implementation in the workplace! The Web.Comp course is designed for students with no prior experience of web 
development and covers everything necessary to get started building real websites. Along the way they also covered many of 
the techniques behind good web design, so their sites are both easy to use and visually appealing. 
The following students received the highest possible score: 
 
Alice Portz, of Year 8, completed the Intermediate level of the 
challenge and received a Perfect Score 
 
Ruby Tran of Year 9, completed the Beginner levels of the 
challenge and received a Perfect Score 
 
Trish Nguyen of Year 9, completed the Beginner level and 
Intermediate level of the challenge and received a Perfect Score 
in both!!! 

 
Following the four weeks of web development the students are given 
the opportunity to take part in a five day tournament to stylise content 
provided with the new CSS skills they have gained. The tournament is 
occurring this week so I wish them all Good Luck on this quest. You may see something soon about voting on their work.  If 
you would like more information about web:comp or Grok Learning, please follow this link https://groklearning.com/webcomp/  

 
These students  achievements are even more remarkable when we consider the recent challenges of 2021 and the additional 
pressures that have been in play since students and staff have been working remotely. So again, I offer congratulations to the 
girls on behalf of the Academy and the IT Learning area. 
 
Top Designs - VCE/VET Creative and Digital Media 
It was the last day of freedom so what did we do? The Creative and Digital Media class went across to the Melbourne Museum 
to check out the Top Designs exhibition. Whilst we lined up to enter the museum, people were queuing across at the 
Exhibition Building for their Astrazeneca vaccine!! 
 
The intention of this excursion is for students to view exemplar work from 2020 students across Victoria. We are so fortunate 
to have such a terrific facility right on our doorstep. 
 
The girls took advantage of the opportunity to view the developmental folios alongside finished works and be inspired by 
what they could achieve in their final year at secondary school. These works are considere
best young designers. 

       

Ms Kate Jones, Information Technology Learning Leader  

https://groklearning.com/webcomp/
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SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
Sister Mary welcomes the newest addition to the Science Department s reptiles, a juvenile Eastern Water Dragon. There will be 
a competition to name the newest addition. 
 

   

Ms Jessica Dowton, Science Lab Technician 

REMOTE LEARNING 
Today 7 Purple got together for Mentor Group and made some crazy things in the kitchen. We made LCM bars!  The whole 
class has so much fun and we got to listen to music in the background! The whole class had been looking forward to it. The 
ingredients were rice bubbles, marshmallows, mini m&ms, butter and hundreds and thousands. So basically all sugar!  
This was such a fun activity and they are so yummy and crispy.  

 

 
 

     

Charlotte Roach 7 Purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A NOTE FROM BUXWEAR 
Unfortunately, due to Covid, the material for the girls slacks has been held up by the manufacturer.  
They now won’t be available until after the school holidays.   We were told we would have material by 
June but this has been delayed again.  Apologies for this hold up. 
 




