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MUSIC PROGRAM 2018
AIMS OF THE PROGRAM
The study of music is one of the most enriching activities that a young person can engage in. It is a great opportunity for
personal, creative and intellectual growth. The purpose of our Instrumental Music Program here at The Academy is for our
students to discover and enjoy the beauty of music, and through that pursuit to make the best possible individual progress on
their chosen musical instrument/s. It is also a program that seeks to foster a culture of commitment and team spirit through
ensemble involvement, as well as personal growth in self-identity through solo performance. Throughout this musical journey
we aim to achieve high standards of performance.
In order to achieve these aims, we ask parents and students to carefully read the program information and conditions of
registration listed below, before signing and returning the registration form attached. In signing and returning the registration
form, you are agreeing to abide by the conditions of registration listed below.

PROGRAM INFORMATION AND CONDITIONS OF REGISTRATION
INDIVIDUAL LESSONS

PAIRED AND GROUP LESSONS

All students from Years 7 to 12 have the opportunity to
participate in instrumental music tuition, for which
additional fees are charged (see attached schedule of
fees). Individual tuition is available on all instruments listed
below. Shared tuition is available for selected instruments
only (see registration form for more details).

Paired or Group lessons are a great way for beginners to
enter the program with friend/s. Research shows that the
continuation of music study occurs more so due to social
aspects which is why paired and group lessons are often
successful. Whilst it is possible for students to have shared
lessons on most instruments, it is not as viable and therefore
not offered for; Piano, Oboe, Bassoon, Tuba and Double
Bass.

Tuition is available on the following instruments:
Brass: Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone,
Euphonium, Tuba
Guitars: Acoustic, Electric, Electric Bass
Keyboards: Piano, Tuned Percussion
Percussion: Tuned Percussion, Drum-kit
Strings: Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass
Voice: Classical, Contemporary
Woodwind: Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Tenor
Saxophone, Bassoon, Bass Clarinet
Students entering the program may be required to
purchase music books and other resources as deemed
necessary by their instrumental teachers.

TIMETABLES AND LESSONS
Students who enrol in this program receive a total of 16
lessons per semester, usually resulting in an average of
eight lessons per term. Lessons are provided during school
hours, and operate on a rotating timetable so that students
do not miss the same class each week.

INDIVIDUAL LESSONS
• Instrumental music students generally have weekly 30
minute lessons however we also offer 45 minute and 60
minute lessons for advanced students
• Lesson times are posted on the Instrumental Music
Noticeboard one week in advance, and are emailed to
students.
• It is highly recommended that students working towards
AMEB Grades 4-6, or Year 11 Solo Music Performance
have 45 minute lessons
• It is highly recommended that students working towards
AMEB Grades 7-8, or Year 12 Solo Music Performance
have 60 minute lessons.

Girls may only be placed in a paired or group lesson if
there is another girl/s of a similar standard who also
request a paired or group lesson on the same instrument.
In the event that you request for your daughter to have a
paired lesson and a suitable partner is not available, your
daughter will be given a 20 minute individual lesson until a
suitable lesson partner enrols in the program. In the event
that you request for your daughter to have a group lesson
but there are only two students requesting to learn in the
same format on the same instrument, you will need to
enrol in paired lessons.

ENSEMBLE INVOLVEMENT
The Academy of Mary Immaculate offers a balanced
approach to musicianship, which includes the development
of ensemble skills (playing in a group) as well as individual
instrumental training.
All girls learning any instrument (including guitar, piano and
singing) are expected to rehearse on a weekly basis and
perform in at least one College Core Ensemble. This is a
compulsory condition of registration and no exceptions will
be granted.
• College Core Ensembles include; Academy Choir, Junior
Strings or Senior Strings, Junior Band or Concert Band
• Extension Ensembles are also run at the College, which
students may request to be a part of. In some instances
these ensembles are auditioned. Extension Ensembles
include; Chamber Choir, Jazz Band, Rock Band.
• Girls must attend all rehearsals and performances of
their ensemble. These are usually held at lunchtime or
after school.
• If absence is unavoidable students are expected to
contact the Ensemble Director giving 24 hours’ notice
of absence via the Ensemble Director’s
@academy.vic.edu.au email address.
• Students are also expected to attend concerts and
excursions where their ensemble is performing and other
public performances as scheduled from time to time.

• Students enroled in the Academy Instrumental Music
Program are expected to attend all scheduled rehearsals
for their ensemble. If a student has another ongoing
commitment at the same time as their scheduled rehearsal,
negotiated attendance levels should be made with the
Ensemble Director and Performing Arts Learning Leader.
• Please aim to schedule medical appointments on nonrehearsal days.
• Girls with unsatisfactory ensemble attendance may have
their registration reviewed.

PRACTICE
• Regular, daily, focused practice is essential for individual
progress, and we ask that parents commit to encouraging
their daughters. Learning an instrument can be
challenging and can result in an unwillingness to
practice. To help your daughter develop a growth mindset
there may be times she needs your support and
encouragement (even when it sounds bad!).
• Regular practice of ensemble parts also makes ensemble
rehearsals more productive and successful.

Extended Absences Due to Illness, Travel or Other Reasons
In the case that the student will be absent from school for
an extended period of time (due to illness or other reasons),
the parent/guardian should contact the Performing Arts
Learning Leader by email, music@academy.vic.edu.au, in
order to make alternative arrangements. If this is not done,
any lessons missed during this time will be forfeited.

Staff Absences
Should a staff member be absent from a lesson due to illness
or extraordinary circumstances, they will make arrangements
with the student for the lesson to be made up at a mutually
convenient time.

FEES
Please see the 2018 price structure and registration form –
appendix 4 in the in the Year 7 2018 FORMS &
REGISTRATIONS BOOKLET.

HIRE

MUSIC DIARIES

The College can arrange hire of selected brass and woodwind
instruments, if your daughter does not have her own
instrument. If you hire an instrument from the College
(selected instruments available only – see enrolment form
attached for prices and hire options), then the price of the
instrument hire will be added to the tuition fees for the
semester.

One of the best ways of recording practice is via a Music
Diary. Students can purchase a music diary to keep record
of their progress/practice. Music diaries are available from
the Performing Arts Learning Leader for $10.00. Other
teachers may encourage students to video record their
practice and upload it to a practice blog.

Students who elect to hire an instrument from the College will
be required to sign a borrowing agreement/indemnity form.
Once this form is returned to the College, the student is then
responsible for the care of this instrument. This will involve the
cost of any repairs or maintenance required due to damage,
or the cost of replacing the instrument in the case of theft or
loss.

• A regular practice routine is essential to a student’s
development as a musician. This should be paired with
communication between parents and the instrumental
teacher.

ABSENCE FROM LESSONS AND
ENTITLEMENT TO MAKE-UP LESSONS
Twenty-four hours’ notice of any absence is required in
order for a make-up lesson to be granted.
If a student is unable to attend a lesson for ANY reason
(including illness) then 24 hours’ notice of the absence
must be provided to both the Music Secretary
(music@academy.vic.edu.au) and to the Instrumental
Teacher (via their ‘@academy.vic.edu.au’ email address). If
this procedure is followed, the student will be provided with
a make-up lesson at a mutually convenient time.
Unfortunately, if 24 hours’ notice of absence is not provided
via the procedure described above, the lesson will be
forfeited and a make-up lesson will not be provided
(regardless of the reason for the absence).

Absence due to Tests/Assessments, Excursions/
Incursions and Camps
Students are not expected to miss a test or an assessment
to attend an instrumental lesson. As indicated, 24 hours’
notice in the case of any absence must be provided, but as
a courtesy and to assist in the smooth running of the
program, it would be appreciated if students who cannot
attend lessons due to College commitments would provide
their instrumental teachers with as much notice as possible
of these absences – generally a minimum of a week’s
notice of the absence is appropriate unless this is
genuinely not possible.

If you would like your daughter to learn an instrument that is
not available for hire from the College e.g. Tuba, Double Bass
you may wish to organise hire through an external company.
If you would like further advice regarding this then please
contact the Performing Arts Learning Leader, Mr Andrew
Power, by telephone 9412 7100 or email:
andrew.power@academy.vic.edu.au

CANCELLATION OF INSTRUMENTAL TUITION
The cancellation process is as follows:
• Enrolments can only be discontinued at the end of each
semester
• Written notice of cancellation must be provided by a
parent/guardian two weeks prior to the end of semester if
you do not wish your daughter to continue lessons in the
following semester. (This will include Semester II leading
to Semester I of the following year, e.g. Semester II of 2018
will automatically re-enrol to Semester I 2019 if no notice of
cancellation is provided.)
• If insufficient notice of cancellation is provided, fees will
be charged for the next semester
• Notice can be made via email to
music@academy.vic.edu.au
• Refunds will not be given if students withdraw within the
semester
For all enquiries please contact Performing Arts Learning
Leader, Mr Andrew Power, at the College on 9412 7100 or
email: music@academy.vic.edu.au
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BASSOON

OBOE

BASS GUITAR

PERCUSSION

CELLO

PIANO

CLARINET

SAXOPHONE

DOUBLE BASS

TROMBONE

DRUMS

TRUMPET

EUPHONIUM

TUBA

FLUTE

VIOLA

FRENCH HORN

VIOLIN

GUITAR

VOICE

PERFORMING OPPORTUNITIES
THE FOUR SEASONS SERIES: 4 Beautiful Classical and Contemporary
College performances inspired by the seasons
ANNUAL PERFORMING ARTS CONCERT
COLLEGE PRODUCTION
CATHEDRAL PERFORMANCES
GUEST PERFORMANCES
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